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Ladies and Gentlemen,
Good morning to you all, 
On behalf of UNFPA in Viet Nam, I would like to thank the Viet Nam National Committee on Ageing (VNCA) and the Viet Nam Association of the Elderly (VAE) for hosting this important forum to share experiences on how to replicate the Intergenerational Self Help Club (ISHC) model. I believe that the outcomes from today's discussion will be extremely important for provinces to achieve the ISHC replication target in the National Program on Action of Ageing period 2012-2020. 

Population ageing is one of the most significant trends and features of the 21st century, which can no longer be ignored. Today, almost 1 in 10 people are over 60 years of age. It is projected to increase to 1 in 5 and people aged over 60 will outnumber children aged 0-14 by 2050 around the world.

The ageing of our societies presents great new opportunities, but also huge challenges that require completely new approaches to health care, retirement age and pensions, social setting and intergenerational relations. We all know that with the right support, older persons can continue to make vital contributions to their families, communities and nations. 
Viet Nam is having demographic dividend, but at the same time, the country has officially entered the so-called "ageing phase" since 2011, as a result of declining fertility and mortality rates, and longer longevity and life expectancy. Viet Nam is among the most rapid ageing countries in the region. In 2013, the proportion of older persons in the total population has increased to 10.5 per cent. The time for Viet Nam to transit from an ‘ageing’ to an ‘aged’ population structure will be less than 20 years, which is much shorter than many countries with higher development levels.

Distinguished guests,

The National Programme of Action on Older Persons 2012-2020 approved in 2012 has emphasized the importance of community-based care and services for older persons to promote their roles in the family and community, to improve income, facilitate healthy activities and provide care for the older persons. The implementation of Intergenerational Self-help Club (ISCH) model in all 63 provinces has been an important indicator of the National Programme on Older Persons.
During this today's forum, we will hear presentations and discussions from national agencies and HelpAge International on the ISCH model and experiences sharing from Thanh Hoa province. Indeed, we can learn a lot from this forum in expanding this model to other provinces of the country.
Ladies and gentlemen,

Taking this opportunity, I would highlight the following four key messages:

First, Older persons pointed out that they want to remain active and respected members of society. They have much to offer and their voices must be heard. They should be considered as an important economic resource for development. 

Second, There is increasing care need of older persons. In response to such need and also ensure the rights of older persons, institutional and non-institutional care services and activities are needed to ensure that older persons can live healthy and productive lives and make full use of the skills and abilities they have acquired in their lives. This will not only benefit older persons themselves, it will benefit everyone.

Third, Strong partnerships with the government and with other development actors, such as international organizations, non-governmental organizations and civil society are essential to address effectively the needs of the vulnerable older population.

Last but not the least, Today's young people will become older people in the future. We need to strengthen solidarity between younger and older persons to mutual benefit, and actively promote intergenerational dialogue and cooperation. 
Ladies and gentlemen,

UNFPA has piloted ISHC model in two provinces of Hai Duong and Ben Tre and has achieved positive initial outcomes. We hope that these pilot activities will demonstrate cost-effective intervention models for replication across the province and for setting an example for other provinces in the country to follow. 

UNFPA in Viet Nam very much appreciates the Government’s leadership and the support of our donor partners. We are committed to continuing our work, in close partnership with the Government, development and civil society partners, to promote the roles of older persons in society and to seek ways to prepare Viet Nam for an aged population. We hope that the outcomes from the Forum will help us transform the challenges into opportunities, lay out a compelling rationale for investments that ensure a good quality of life when people age and suggest positive solutions which are feasible for Viet Nam.

I thank all the distinguished guests for your attention and participation. I look forward to a productive discussion. I wish you all good health, happiness and success.
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